
                     

ALGERIA TELECOM REALISES TRIPLE PLAY AMBITIONS  

IN PARTNERSHIP WITH NETGEM 

IPTV Service ‘SAFIR’ Drives Algeria’s FTTH Rollout 

 

February 16th, 2010. Paris, France. Netgem (www.netgem.com) a leading provider of IPTV 

technology and services to Telecom operators worldwide and incumbent telecom operator Algeria 

Telecom (www.algerietelecom.dz) today announced the launch of SAFIR, the first IPTV service in 

Algeria.   

SAFIR is being rolled out on the back of Africa’s largest FTTH (Fibre To The Home) fibre optic 

network and will offer Algeria Telecom broadband customers a compelling mix of advanced digital TV 

services and a choice of 60 IP-delivered TV channels.  

Created using the innovative NetgemTV software and delivered via Netgem’s Set Top Box, SAFIR 

was implemented in close cooperation with the integration partner SPEC-COM Algérie. 

“SAFIR is a key initiative in the rollout of our FTTH network and evidence of our commitment to offer 

six million broadband connections by the end of 2013” said Moussa Benhamadi, CEO of Algeria 

Telecom. “Netgem’s technology and experience in developing innovative audiovisual services has 

enabled us to efficiently create a customised and compelling interactive Television service and the 

necessary tools with which to manage it.” he adds.  

Commenting on behalf of the Netgem Group, Managing Director, Christophe Aulnette said, “Already 

proven in the advanced IPTV markets, the launch of SAFIR is a powerful illustration of how Netgem’s 

technology can also adapt to deliver advanced TV services within the unique dynamics of an 

emerging market, such as Africa.” 

“Algeria Telecom is seizing every opportunity to increase market share through the provision of high-

quality services. It is therefore, a great pleasure to be work together to realise that ambition through 

the launch of SAFIR.” He adds. 

 

 



                     

Algeria’s government is making considerable investment into its national telecom infrastructure and 

broadband networks in an effort to accelerate economic development and build an information, 

communications and knowledge society.  

“With the launch of SAFIR we provide an easy and value added experience through which we can 

encourage more people to connect to the Internet and maximise returns of our information and 

communication technologies. We have a strong partner in Netgem who’s proven IPTV solutions and 

flexible development environment adapts well to our local economic, technical and content 

constraints.” Concludes Moussa Benhamadi.  

- Ends - 

 
About Netgem 
Netgem is a specialised supplier of IPTV technology solutions (software and hardware) for telecom 
operators. Thanks to its unique blend of skills in the fields of television and telecoms, Netgem played 
a key role in the development of IPTV in France, with 2 million HD set-top boxes currently installed.  
Netgem is listed on Compartment C of Euronext Paris Eurolist (NTG FP 7537).  
www.netgem.com ISIN code: FR0004154060, Reuters code: ETGM.PA, Bloomberg code: NTG FP 
7537 
 
 
About Algeria Telecom 
 

The Algeria Telecom Group, via its main mobile telephone and satellite telecommunications 
subsidiaries, Mobilis and Revsat respectively, offers private customers, businesses and other telecom 
operators a broad range of services covering fixed-line, mobile and satellite communications, data 
transfer, Internet access as well as other value added services. Algeria Telecom currently serves 
close to 13 million customers in Algeria, all service segments combined. This position has been built 
up on the back of a strong policy of innovation tailored to meet customer expectations and orientated 
towards new uses .Algeria Telecom currently has close to 3 million fixed-line customers and 10 million 
mobile subscribers. 
 
The upgrading of the network and the acquisition of new particularly high-performance kit are driven 
by this constant quest for quality when they don’t fully match the requirements of the Algeria Telecom 
Group in terms of progress and technological advances. It is for this and many other reasons that the 
Group makes innovation one of its key concerns in order to explore new areas of activity and promote 
positive synergy between its aspirations to grow its revenue and its desire to stay abreast of 
technological innovation through research and actively bringing in expertise. 
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